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U.S. district Court Judge John J. Sirica shut the door 
yesterday on any testimony from former President Nixon 
at the Watergate cover-up trial and suggested that its 
importance had been exaggerated. ' ; 

Striking down defense motions for Nixon’s deposition, 

the judge held in a six-page order that the problems of 

interrogating the ailing former ♦ 

President outweighed the need 
for his sworn account of the 
scandal. 

“The value of Mr. Nixon’s 



testimony .to the defendants 
should not be unrealistically 
overestimated,” Sirica held. 
“Mr. Nixon himself has been 
named by the grand jury as 
an unindicted co-conspirator 
in this case.” 



In short, the judge said, “he 
has been accused, in effect, of 
being an accomplice of the de- 
fendants. Certainly [if he were 
called] his testimony would be 
subject to an instruction to 
the jury that it should be re- 
ceived with caution and scruti- 
nized with care.” 

Much of what Nixon might 
say, Sirica added, would sim- 
ply be repetitive of what had 
come out at the trial. Any 
broad-based claims by the for- 
mer President that his former 
aides had done nothing wrong, 
the judge observed, woulcj be 
inadmissible. 

Since Nixon is still too ill to 
be questioned under any cir- 
cumstances with the trial 
nearing an end, the judge con- 
cluded that his testimony is 
“not indispensable or neces- 
sary to prevent a failure of 
justice.” 

Center stage at yesterday's 
session of the cover-up trial 
was occupied by former White 
House special counsel Charles 
W. Colson. 



Called as a “court witness” 
after the prosecutors and de- 



fense attorneys alike said they 
were unwilling to vouch for 
his credibility, Colson came 
under stiff cross-examination 
by former Attorney General 
John N. Mitchell’s chief lawyer, 
William G. Hundley. 

Acting almost like a govern-* 

I ment prosecutor, Hundley con- 
| tended that Colson, who was 
originally indicted in the 
cover-up case himself, had re- 
ally been the catalyst behind 
the Watergate break-in and 
bugging of Democratic Na- 
tional Committee headquar- 
ters here. 

Colson denied it and in- 
sisted that he had good reason 
to believe it was Mitchell’s 
fault. 

To back up his point, Colson 
.recalled a meeting in Mitch- 
ell’s offices at the Committee 
for the Reelection of the 
President a few days before 
| the June 17, 1972, Watergate 
arrests. 

The tall, husky Colson said 
the discussion involved re- 
ports of a meeting between 
Minneapolis businessman 
Dwayne Andreas and Demo^l 
I cratic presidential candidate 
Hubert H. Humphrey in New 
York City’s Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel. 

At that, Colson testified, 
Mitchell spoke up with a “half 
smile” and announced, 14 Tell 
me what room they were in 
and I’ll tell you everything 
they said in the room.’ ” 

I Five days after the bungled 
bugging attempt at the Water- 
gate complex here, Colson 
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said he ran into Mitchell 
again. 

I said, ‘I hope my good 
fnend, Howard Hunt, isn’t in- 
volved in this,’ ” Colson re- 
called. “Mitchell responded, 

He s in it up to his ears.* ** v w a 

Colson said that later in No Tau nting Colson about his of tde taped conversion f k 
vember of i 972 , d^ng a n^"^ 011 With '‘>' our super K ears a Jo ne an T t he n ’ n° r 
Phone call that he secretly wh° IC ' super-buddy-buddy ” nounce d that he stillcouldn’t 
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gute investigation. Then in j rijL S ° Ugh r Nlxon ’ s Promise of Already played at th» t ■ . 
testified °l T’ the 'vitness rt” (h^t "h because of the tapes showed Nj ? on an 

testified. Hunt's lawver wn t . inat Hunt would nut Proving nlanc „ * on a P’ 
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that Z espionage plans 
mat had -been held in Mitch- 



p™™'*, 1 ",!' ire" intern,- 

ceraed,” Colson declared. He Lh?° W servin S a one-to- 

said he then began pressing for obs^ruc^o??/^? terra 

Nixon to get Mitchell to step another case m? JUs , Uce in 

<onv„d M Uke lhc U, m f P Lietl/ t r,' s pS," £ h e "' t d l 

innec| tinS C .' oIson about his tlle ta P ed conversation for 
,<^J° a ..' vltb . " your super- 1 n „ and then’an-l 



pnson said blankly auer us- 
tenmg to the tape. "There are 
Phrases m it that just don’t 
nng bells with me.” “lie said 

tn r* S i SUI , e that conv ersation 
ok place,” but insisted that 

he “l°Hn d -t hed n ° light 0n “• 

1 don t want to be obtuse 

Mr. Colson,” Hendley said sar' 

castically. "Are you question 

tape?” 6 authentlcit y of this 

Colson replied. 

I ..,. 0 OU heard a discussion be- 
tween your voice and Nixon’s 

Htmt 7 ” Hundi to? 

“Th..? ^ ey continued, 
agreed right ” Colson 

fho Hu " dley Ported out that 
be ta Pcd Charles Colson 

pomt tL he H d Saying at one 
l - ill that Hunt and Water- 

gate spy G. Gordon Liddy "did 

the work” and "the others 

didn’t know any, direct infor 

Ration - I don’t give a damn 

HoLT™ 3 flve years " Jail.” 

Mf u " dJ ey suggested that the 

WaterJ(° Ul h ° n , ly have been 
ixle’l f r burglar James W 

h!° C A d Jr - and the J°ur Cu- 
ban-Amencans who had been 

caught red-handed at the Dem 

ocratic committee offices here. 

Who is the Colson voice 

do?*!™? t0 when you say you 
5 d D " t . glve a damn if they 

doL d , ve years in jail?” the 
defense lawyer demanded 

lev” r°l l k P° W - Mr ■ Htmd- 

reeall VhI lns,sted - “i don’t 
i ecaa the conversation.” 

.The 43-year-old former 

W hlte House aide said he did 

remember discussing dem 

ency for Hunt with n£ 

around late January of m 

but only in a tentative v ay ’ 

He said Nixon cut him off Tri 

srs? te,nng him " in 

he’s^H.fn ? 1 T 0rry about it, 
H,/n^r ] not g°msf\tpi-jaiL” 

What PdL sugge ^«5 that 
wnat Colson was really wor- 

t led about was his own inter- 



theWatergate spy wo'rk ~ ~ I him on because theW.^J 
the accusation, but his power a nd knowledge n ?? 310 "” 
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•’ention on behalf of Liddv’s 
and Hunt's espionage plans 

pa!gn ,n f l 19 ? With Nixon cam ’ 

IS M, e SL. d,rector J «‘ 

Colson acknowledged that 

hiin to" d Liddy had come to 
hadn’t K- ° mplaijl tha t they 

hearing 0 able to “ get a 
hearing from Nixon re-elec- 

■ n?m mP3iSn offl cials about 

worke? g up Ce PlaDS ” thGy bad 

then ” aI the UP i ) Iagruder right 
, thp witness said “t 

-said. 'Why don't you get off 

your duff, Jeb?’ ” ff 

nf A r rd ? g t0 ‘he testimony 
of Magruder and Hunt the 
conversation took place T n 

ell harf ry °, f 1972 after Miteh- 
*;! had Wtially rejected the 

sa d7e a fh S f eme ’ but Colson 
said he thinks it took place in 

January before it was I 

presented to the a?* 

General. “ Attorney 

sisterf a ^ y even t> Colson in- 
n? i d . h M wasn>t told any 0 f 

“in <K d ,thus wasn’t worried 
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Colson acknowledged that 
hearth & “Z* ^ 

man” of nir> v ^ ouse ^^tchet 
tion hut he N - XOn adrn inistra- 

s Sii'jssr i “*i -i 

Hunt" Who became • w d? 
pressed” after hie r ^ 
killed. F Wlfe was 

however SsoSs Pr ° dding ’ 

, uojson also conceded 



that he and Mitchell were "not 
the best of friends” i n the 

s^!U dminiStration - Colson 
said there were “several ocea- 

* dn f. w hen Mitchell tried to 

son thC President to fire Col- 



as a w ness l!Z was ca < 
House aide jnL r ^ er Wl 
man’s lawyers h« BbrU 
ling their defend ga ” Pfese 



